GSW Committee Meeting: February 26th, 2009

In attendance:
Mike Irwin – OCM BOCES

Rebecca Livengood – SHA

Steve Susmann - WCC
Peggy Woods – WOC


Chris Abate – CCA


Kim Jackson - SHAW
Michelle Haab – PSI/SHAW

Chris Mott – CCS


Jessica Sweet - PSI

Michael Pasquale – CCA

Victoria Coit – HFC


Jennifer Schafer – PSI

1) Reviewed the Agenda and Previous Minutes

Victoria Coit was added to the agenda to give an update on the Huntington Workforce. Her program serves people over the age of 21 and who reside in the 13204 zip code and provides them with help finding and retaining employment. Also, she and TAP program staff will be included in future case conferences.
Steve Susmann volunteered to help with the GSW website.

2) Program Updates

    a. REAL 

Michael Pasquale passed out the National Work Readiness Credential (NWRC) test. There was a discussion about referring PSI participants to take the test which costs $65.00. Steve Susmann suggested that we get the press involved and there was talk about how to make it enticing to potential test takers. CCA has developed a course to prepare for the test.
b. PSI

Michelle Haab gave an overview of the Narrative Report for January 2009. Also, she discussed outcomes listed on the Project Coordinator’s Report. Michelle spoke about the upcoming Case Conferencing to be held on March 25th at SHA.

c. SHA Works
Kim Jackson presented the SHA Works Outcome Report for January 2009. She gave brief employment updates of a couple of participants.


3) March 27th  seminar on PSI at Le Moyne College (SEAL Seminar)
This event will be held at 4:30pm in the Reilly Room in Reilly Hall which has a capacity of approximately 50 people.  Michael Pasquale will give a presentation about PSI and show a video. Afterward, Michael is hosting a party at his home.

4) Update on PSI advocacy effort
Meetings took place with Valesky’s, Christensen’s, Magnarelli’s, and Maffei’s office.  Response from legislators has been positive, but has not provided any solid funding possibilities.  An Appropriations Request is due to Maffei’s office on Friday February 27th. A discussion on Support Letters was had and letters will be written by Peggy Woods, Aaron Arnold, Steve Sussman, William Simmons and possibly Van Robinson and Chris Abate. 3 are needed with the request.  GSW will request roughly 750 thousand dollars for one year.  The group discussed follow-up with legislators and decided to invite them to upcoming SEAL Seminar.  Michelle will continue to try and get a meeting with Van Robinson to update him on our efforts.
5) Upcoming events

Dads and their Kids Bowling for Healthy Relationships will be held on Monday March 23 from 5:30 – 7:00pm at the Strike and Spare Lanes in Mattydale. There is a maximum 50 bowlers. Salvation Army is handling registrations. This event is to correspond with White Ribbon Week and is co-sponsored by the CNY Fatherhood Committee, of which Michelle is a member.
93Q is sponsoring the CNY Career Fair at Maplewood Inn in Liverpool, NY on Monday May 18.
The last planning meeting was held on Feb 5. Centro may provide bussing from Carousel Center.

Father Daughter Dance will be held in June 2009 prior to Fathers Day .It is possible that fee could be waived if PTO sponsored the event. The event will be for fathers and their children, 18 years old and younger.   Parents for Public Schools (PPS) was mentioned as another possible partner for the event.
Employer Breakfast sponsored by CCA and the Reentry task force will be held on 4/30.  More details to follow. There will be another planning meeting for the event next week.  
Peggy Woods spoke about her recent meeting with Kurt Ralston regarding the Empowerment Zone’s benefits to employers and OJT and tax credit incentives.  The empowerment zones have expanded to include the downtown area.
Next GSW Meeting is scheduled for March 26 at 2:00pm at SHA
